A home to live and grow in.

Main Office

500 Office Center Drive, Suite 100
Fort Washington, PA19034-3234
215.540.2150 (phone)
215.540.2165 (fax)

Schuylkill/Carbon

340 South Liberty Street
Orwigsburg, PA 17961-2127
570.366.1154 (phone)
800.200.7701 (toll-free)
570.366.7711 (fax)
570.366.5096 (Wellness Center)

Lehigh Valley

1510 Valley Center Parkway, Suite 130
Bethlehem, PA 18017-2267
610.866.6667 (phone)

610.866.2341 (fax)

Www.accessservices.org
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When families are unable to provide care
for their loved ones with developmental
disabilities, we offer Lifesharing services
to satisfy their unmet needs. Through
Lifesharing, these individuals enjoy

the benefits of nurturing homes and
qualified host families, specifically
trained to provide support and
personalized, long-term care.

Individuals in the Lifesharing program
attend school, work and day programs.
As they become more comfortable in
their new homes, they begin to forge
new relationships and lead fuller, more
fulfilling lives.

Lifesharing is based on the needs of each
individual. Before moving in together,
host families and care recipients meet to
gather information and ensure a good
match. Host families also receive constant
support and guidance from colleagues
and Access Services’ professional
Lifesharing teams.

All host families undergo an extensive
application process, submit multiple
references, pass a thorough home safety
inspection and criminal, child abuse and
police background screenings. Finally,
there is a home study process in which an
Access Services employee interviews the
host family in their environment.

The role of the natural family.

Families of care recipients are encouraged
to take part in the Lifesharing process as
much as possible. Once the Lifesharing
program begins, the natural family is able
to continue being a part of their loved
one’s life through visits, support, holidays
spent together and participation in team
meetings. The ongoing role of each
family is unique to each situation.

Why choose Access Services’
Lifesharing?

* Access Services has been providing
Lifesharing since 1984.

e Access Services offers one of the largest
Lifesharing programs in Pennsylvania.

* One quarter of all Lifesharing host
families have been with Access Services
for over ten years.

e Access Services maintains one of the
most extensive networks of host
families in the area.

e Lifesharing recipients learn skills to help
them to lead more independent
fulfilling lives.

e Lifesharing is more affordable than
most residential living options.

For more information on Lifesharing or
other Access Services programs, visit
www.accessservices.org




